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PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES, 
PH.D.
Degree Requirements
All programs are established on an individual basis; the following general 
principles apply:

• Where admission to the Ph.D. is directly from a Master’s Degree, 
a minimum of 12 credit hours at the 7000 level or higher plus a 
thesis is required. For those students who hold a Master’s degree, 
a maximum of 24 credit hours of course work is allowed toward the 
Ph.D. program.

• Students must complete PHRM 7260 in the first year of their 
program. Students may subsequently take PHRM 7270 as an elective 
to meet their credit hour requirements.

• Students registered full time in the Ph.D. program are required to 
attend and participate in the Pharmacy Graduate Seminar Series, 
where they must present at least one research seminar annually.

• Students who transfer from the M.Sc. to the Ph.D. program in 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, having completed PHRM 7160, may take
PHRM 7270 as an elective to meet their credit hour requirements. 
Normally, students will not be permitted to take PHRM 7260 unless 
their research project is notably different from that presented in
PHRM 7160. In that case, the student must obtain approval from their 
advisor and Chair of the PGSC to take PHRM 7260.

• Students are expected to enroll on a 12-month basis and conduct 
research during the summer months.

• Students registered in the M.Sc. program who have made excellent 
progress over the first 12 months in their program may be considered 
for transfer to the Ph.D. program. The transfer must be completed 
within 16 months (4 terms) of the student's commencement in the 
Master's program.

• The College of Pharmacy offers a concentration in 
Pharmacoepidemiology. The course requirements for students 
entering the Ph. D. program already holding a Master degree, include 
12 credit hours in the Ph.D. (6 CH of core and 6 CH of elective). 
Students transferring from the Master’s to the Ph.D. will require a 
total of 24 CH to complete their program.

Expected Time to Graduate: 4 years

Progression Chart
* Where admission to the Ph.D. is directly from a Master's degree

Course Title Hours
Year 1
GRAD 7300 Research Integrity Tutorial 0
GRAD 7500 Academic Integrity Tutorial 0
GRAD 8020 Doctoral Re-registration 0
PHRM 7260 Pharmacy Seminar 1 PhD 3

  Hours 3
Years 1-5
Select courses designated 7000 or above to be completed during 
the program (not restricted to PHRM courses)

9

  Hours 9

Year 2
GRAD 8020 Doctoral Re-registration 0

  Hours 0
Year 3
GRAD 8020 Doctoral Re-registration 0
GRAD 8010 Doctoral Candidacy Examination 0

  Hours 0
Years 4-5
GRAD 8020 Doctoral Re-registration 0
GRAD 8000 Doctoral Thesis 0

  Hours 0

  Total Hours 12

Notes:

• Please note students transitioning from the MSc to PhD program will 
vary from the progression charts listed above.

• Students must continue their enrollment in GRAD 7020 and
GRAD 8020 if their program length varies from the above charts.
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